NEWSLETTER 2021

LAKE HUGHES ASSOCIATION
GREETINGS FROM YOUR ASSOCIATION

THE 2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HAS BEEN CANCELLED.
In lieu of the AGM, we are sending out a NEWSLETTER.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

“RESPECTING SOCIAL DISTANCING”
July 17 - Movie night at the empty lot at 47 Horseshoe Road. 9:00pm. BYO chairs. (Contact: Lori Anne
Vandzura)
July 24 - Celebration of 50 years of Regatta fun and the man who made it happen. “Don Day”! Details
to follow!
August 7 - Movie on the lake (Contact: Anthony Manconi)
August 28 - tentative date for Corn Roast (Government Health Regulations permitting)
PHOTO CONTEST: (Contact: Rick Moffat)

LHA EXECUTIVE & DIRECTORS 2021-2022
PRESIDENT:

Daniel Leduc

1st VICE PRESIDENT:

Mike Manconi

2nd VICE PRESIDENT:

Anthony Manconi

SECRETARY:

Richard Lough

TREASURER:

Mark Vandzura

PAST PRESIDENT:

Jeff Lough

DIRECTORS:
Mike Berry

Lori Anne Vandzura

Bruno Estebeteguy

Heather McCullough

Susie Farago

Rick Moffat

Marian Gilmer

Jackie Kazuke

Rob Spencer

Ron Kelley

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
35$
TREASURER: Mark Vandzura
CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: LH Association
MAIL: 412 Concord Dr
BEACONSFIELD QC H9W 5S9
DELIVERY: 41 Ch Lac Hughes (mailbox)
E-TRANSFER: ctc064@bell.net
THANK YOU

Caroline Gaudet

LAKE HUGHES CONTACT INFO

LAKE HUGHES ASSOCIATION WEBSITE: www.lakehughesquebec.ca
FACEBOOK LAKE HUGHES
FACEBOOK CANTON DE GORE
PLEASE KEEP YOUR PERSONAL INFO UP-TO-DATE (address, cell, email)
Send changes to Heather McCullough heathermcc71pp@gmail.com

2021 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

(JEFF LOUGH)

As we return to the lake after another winter frustrated by Covid-19, at least, we are now optimistic that the
vaccination program will let us get back together with our family and friends before the end of the summer.
While the regatta will be cancelled again this year, we have planned a few events that can be done, while
still socially distancing. We also have hope that we will be able to hold the corn roast at the end of August,
vaccinations permitting.
I will be stepping down as President this year. Our Vice President, Daniel Leduc has accepted the role of
President for the next 2 years.
Don Manconi and Clark Shaw have resigned their directors positions. Mike Manconi and Caroline Gaudet
will join in there places.
I hope you enjoy your summer and make the most of your time at the lake. I look forward to seeing you all
on the water.

2021 PHOTO CONTEST

CONTACT PERSON: Rick Moffat
Details will be posted on the Lake Hughes Website
Contest ends October 11, 2021
Last year’s winners each received a $50 gift card
Robert Spencer
Susan Angeli
Laurel Duquette

THE SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM AT LAKE HUGHES

LAKE HUGHES WEBSITE: www.lakehughesquebec.ca
RICHARD LOUGH, JACKIE KAZUKE, FERN D’ANGHERA & CAROLINE GAUDET
Share your ideas, thoughts, information and pictures.
SEND TO: Jackie Kazuke: jack_kazuke@live.ca
Caroline Gaudet: gaudetcaroline@hotmail.com

FISH STOCKING 2021 SEASON

(ANTHONY MANCONI)

The lake was stocked once again with 1000 Brook Trout on June 3rd. The fish were 10-12 inches on
average in length.
Last year brook trout from previous stocking years were seen spawning in our inlet creeks.We have
seen a few small brook trout caught indicating a few fish have hatched from this spawning activity but
unfortunately most eggs do not survive to hatch. This is not uncommon for lakes in this region of
Quebec.
These brook trout are being stocked as a put and take fishery in our lake. These fish are quite easy to
catch and we ask that fishermen treat these trout with respect and limit their catch for the frying pan
and practice catch and release.
In addition, our lake trout population is very healthy and natural reproduction is doing very well. Again
we ask the fishermen to respect this thriving wild trout population by limiting retention and practicing
catch and release.
If anyone is interested in learning more about fishing practices and techniques for our lake, feel free
to contact Anthony Manconi at 16 Chemin Horseshoe.

LAKE HUGHES ENVIRONMENT UPDATE 2021
THE $35 ANNUAL DUES ARE ALSO USED FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
PROJECTS TO PROTECT THE LAKE AND CONSEQUENTLY YOUR PROPERTY VALUE.
Thank you for paying your dues – from the Lake Hughes Association.

WATER TESTING (CONTACT: Heather McCullough)
The 2020 (RSVL) Government water testing results remained stable.
Complete reports are available on the RSVL and CRE Laurentides websites.
PHOSPHORUS levels are low which is very significant indicating that the lake aging process has not
changed since this testing started in 2010. Congratulations to our residents for these GREAT results.
Shoreline protection and the maintenance of our septic systems is of vital importance.

The RSVL testing protocol recommends testing for 3 consecutive years, and providing that there are no
problems, taking a pause for 4 years and then resuming testing. 2020 was the last year in the series;
however, with the increased development and activity around the lake, the testing will be done again
this year.
As well, a complementary test for dissolved oxygen will be done by the CRE Laurentides this summer.
The last test was done in 2011 and it showed that we did not have any oxygen deficits. This is
considered by lake monitoring programs as an important scientific test to help evaluate the health of
the lake. Of course, the thriving trout in Lake Hughes is also proof of good oxygen levels!
In 2020 the Municipality of Gore did Coliform testing at two different spots and both showed
excellent water quality for swimming.

SHORELINE
THE LAKE ACCESS FOR FLATTER SHORELINES (slopes less than 30%) HAS BEEN CHANGED
FROM 5 METERS TO A 1 METER PATH IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF GORE.
THIS SEEMS LIKE A VERY HARSH RESTRICTION WHICH NO OTHER MUNICIPALITY APPEARS TO
HAVE ADOPTED. THE LAKE HUGHES ASSOCIATION HAS REQUESTED THAT THE MUNICIPALITY OF
GORE REVIEW THIS BY-LAW AND RETURN TO THE PREVIOUS 5 METERS ACCESS.
The lake access in Mille-Isles on flatter shorelines is 5 meters.

AQUATIC PLANT MONITORING (CONTACTS: Joanne Hayes & Heather McCullough)
Although we are not hearing as much about the ‟zombie plant” Eurasian Water-Milfoil, it continues to
spread. A list of Laurentian lakes where it has been detected is included in this Newsletter. No invasive
plants have been detected here but just down the road at Lake Beattie, an invasive plant (European Frogbit) has been found. Close by in our MRC, the Ottawa River at Carillon Bay is highly infested. We will be
continually monitoring the shoreline here looking for anything suspicious (plants, algae…)
OBSERVE YOUR OWN SHORELINE AND CALL US IF YOU ARE NOT SURE. ALWAYS TAKE A PHOTO AND/OR A SAMPLE.

EURASIAN WATER-MILFOIL IS A SERIOUS THREAT TO THE LAKE – PREVENTION IS VITAL. ✭ ONLY
RESIDENTS’ BOATS ARE PERMITTED ON LAKE HUGHES AND IF USED ON ANOTHER WATERWAY:
INSPECT, WASH, INSPECT AGAIN and LEAVE TO DRY FOR 5 DAYS BEFORE RELAUNCHING. All items,
INCLUDING INFLATABLES, used on another lake should be cleaned / washed.

We need the help of everyone to monitor unwelcome incoming boats.

SEAPLANES
Invasive species, such as zebra mussels and Eurasian Water-Milfoil, can be unintentionally
transported from one waterway to another on the floats of seaplanes.
Last fall a seaplane landed twice on our lake. It had also made 5 or 6 other landings that we are aware
of on the same day. It started in Oka where many invasive species are found and also landed twice on
Lake Beattie. Although we cannot prevent landings on the lake, we can discourage them by trying to
identify the plane and do some prevention awareness. A resident was able to track down the owner of
the plane with the visible number on the plane. She wrote to him about the risk to the lake and a letter
was sent to the Pilots Association (COPA). The Mayor of Gore said that he would be following up on this
at the Federal level. Many lakes with seaplanes have already been infected and many others are
concerned. The Quebec Government recommends inspection and cleaning each time a seaplane
visits a new body of water.

NOISE (CONTACTS: Bruno Estebeteguy & Susie Farago)
In 2020 the Lake Hughes Association sent a letter to the MRC Prefect and to both Mayors of Gore and
Mille-Isles Municipalities regarding the constant noise pollution and dangerous speeds on the 329,
mainly from motorcycles.
This year the LHA plans to send a letter again and will continue to put pressure on our elected officials
until the situation improves. In addition, the LHA is also looking at launching an online petition to share
with other Lake Associations and to reach as many people in our surrounding community affected by
this nuisance and safety issue.
We are asking for more police presence on the 329, a reduction of speed and the possibility of a
permanent radar between the two entrances off of the 329 to ensure safety and a more peaceful
and enjoyable environment for all.

FIREWORKS (CONTACT: Bruno Estebeteguy)
As beautiful as they are in the sky, fireworks are banned on and around Lake Hughes. They have a
terrible impact on the environment especially when they end up at the bottom of the lake. Fireworks
are toxic, a fire hazard, a major source of noise pollution and are detrimental to all animals and
wildlife.
Please continue to protect our beautiful lake and surroundings.

IF YOU HAVE ANY ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONS, OBSERVATIONS OR SUGGESTIONS
CONTACT:
Heather McCullough heathermcc71pp@gmail.com 450-562-3590
Bruno Estebeteguy sfarago@sympatico.ca 450-562-6889
LAKE HUGHES WEBSITE www.lakehughesquebec.ca
email lakehughesqc@gmail.com

We value your feedback.

CONTAMINATED GARAGE SITE ➜ CONTAMINATED WELLS
The ongoing and never-ending story about the
contamination from the old garage site on Ch Lac Hughes
(Heather McCullough & Bruno Estebeteguy)
In 1982 The Lake Hughes Association informed the owners of the garage that there was an oil pollution
problem and consequently some clean-up was done. The problem persisted for more than 15 years.
It reached a new level in 1990 when water samples in the creek next to the garage showed the presence
of oil, grease and hydrocarbons.
In 1991 the Quebec Environment Ministry became involved because two wells in the area
were contaminated. Again a clean-up was done and more investigation.
In 2013, following the demolition of the garage, the Lake Hughes Association became involved again
when a resident in the vicinity reported an oily substance in the stream and a strong odour. The
Municipality of Gore did testing for hydrocarbons and all was normal even though sight and smell said
otherwise.
The President of the Association persevered and followed up with the Ministry and finally
more investigation and testing was done.
In 2014 the LHA received a report from the Gore Municipal Inspector - The Quebec Ministry of the
Environment had taken soil and water samples on and around the old garage site. Soil samples were
positive for contamination but water samples were negative - the land was contaminated but it wasn’t
contaminating other properties or the environment. It was not mandatory to decontaminate the land as
long as the property was not used or unless it could be proven that the contamination had spread
outside the property into the environment. A quote from the inspector “our hard work and persistence
have paid off” – the Ministry has officially declared the old garage lot on Lake Hughes Road as
contaminated. The land will have to be decontaminated – this might take time but until then, no other
use until decontaminated. And from a resident “Victory”!
And then in 2019, 5 years later, another new well, farther away, became contaminated with high levels
of Benzene. Once again the Municipality was informed.
The investigation by the Ministry appears to have restarted in 2019 and is ongoing.
In 2020 The Lake Hughes Association became very concerned about the possible contamination of the
lake and testing was done with the guidance of the Head Chemist at H2Lab in Ste-Agathe. All of the
streams leading from the garage site were tested and all tests were normal.
This was expected as Benzene evaporates very quickly but nevertheless the results were
reassuring. And the story continues, another well has tested positive for Benzene – at lower levels
than the first.

